
FletcherSteps: Our First 30 Days in Costa Rica! 
 

Stepping into a New Culture 

As soon as we passed through customs and baggage handlers began 
helping us collect our 13 bags in order to earn a tip, I started to feel the 
familiar internal churning of culture shock.  While watching our bags I 
also kept an eye on our children. This was their first time in another 
country.  How would they interpret the new sights and sounds?  Were 
they excited, afraid, confused, or worried?  How would they take the van 
ride to our new home and the un-familiarness of absolutely everything 
from the signs along the road to the food, to the language spoken all 
around them?  Would they be able to assimilate to latin-american ways?   

When we met our student helper and loaded ourselves and our things 
into the van, I sat watching the children as much as I watched the 
scenery of San Jose.  When we pulled up in front of our new home, the 
green gate opened and we drove into a small concrete court yard 
surrounded by barb-wire topped walls.  The quad would be home to four 
families.  We were the first of the two new arrivals from the USA.  We 
unloaded our things and I watched my wide eyed children begin to 
comprehend what life in San Francisco De Los Rios, San Jose Costa Rica was going to be like.  Our first few 
days were an uncomfortable roller coaster of emotions.  There are no words to describe how thankful I am for 
my wife during this time.  She was fantastic! We were able to unpack and set up our home in about two days.  
Whether you are moving to another town, another state, or another country, the basic questions are the same.  
Where can we buy food and essentials?  How do we get from here to there? How can we pay for things and 
get cash when we need it.  What is safe and what is not?  How do we set up our phones, our internet service, 
and how do we stay connected with friends and family?  Several new friends were sent by God to help us 
answer these questions as well as many others and soon everyone was beginning to feel more comfortable 
with the uncomfortable.   The quad began to feel more and more like home.  

Stepping into Language School 

A week after we arrived, orientation for language school began.  We were 
introduced to the small community of students, teachers, administrators, 
and other missionaries who we would be doing life with for the next year.  
We were also introduced to some of the unique customs and ways of 
Costa Rica.  For example, it is considered very rude to blow one’s nose in 
public.  People here usually go some place private to do so.  However, 
asking someone how much they paid for something in not considered 
rude at all. Also, personal space in Costa Rica is not as important as it is 
in the USA.   Costa Ricans are comfortable talking in much closer 
quarters and will not understand why us gringos keep creating space 
while talking with them. Greetings and goodbyes are very important to 
latin-americans and they spend more time making small talk than we do 
in the USA.  

After a week of orientation, classes began for Joshua.  He has two 
classes each morning, Grammar and Language/Phonetics.  Spanish is 
spoken all day and he is forced to use the language constantly.  Class 
sizes are small.  There is always at least two hours of homework each day so after lunch and a brief rest, 
Joshua is usually hitting the books.  He has made some time in his week to seek out and find places to 
continue training jujitsu.  The combination of exercise, study, and reading for pleasure is helping him balance 
the stressors of language school.  So far he is doing well and learning a lot.   



 
Stepping into New Seasons 

It is September and in Costa Rica it has been their winter season for several 
months.  It is cool and rainy, about 70 to 80 degrees fahrenheit. There is a 
pleasant breeze most of the time, but it rains almost every afternoon and 
often at night as well.  Toward the end of the year it will be hot here, very hot.  
We are preparing ourselves for the heat! 

Allison and the kids are stepping into a new season of homeschool.  By day 
three, Allison had her homeschool shelf organized and was organizing 
curriculum for the children.  She sees herself as more of a facilitator than a 
teacher.  I see her as just plain awesome!  We could not do this without her 
talent for language and her calling to facilitate the education of our children.  
She has blossomed here in central america!  The kids are doing great with 
their school work.  They are adjusting to life here and enjoy making new 
friends.  There are several other families doing the same thing we are doing 
with children the same ages as ours.  It is really fantastic to watch them bond 
with other missionary kids.  They are taking Spanish classes for children twice a week and learning about the 
culture of Costa Rica.  They will probably learn much faster than Joshua! We just celebrated Costa Rica’s 
Independence Day.  The children participated in the local custom of creating lanterns and parading through the 
street in celebration. 
 
Stepping into Simplicity 

Some things are much more difficult to find here, but by God’s grace we have 
been able to find everything we “need” and some of the things we “want”. We 
have have received a refresher in the difference between the two. The cost of 
food is surprisingly high, probably because we live in a city of 2 million people!  
Fresh bread is cheap though and available everyday just a few blocks from the 
quad.  We do not have a car so we walk a lot.  It’s good exercise and when we 
need to go further than we are willing to walk, we just take a cab.  Living in a 
big city is challenging in many ways.  There are new sights, sounds, and smells 
that are becoming more familiar with each passing day.  And there are still new 
adventures to be had so the full weight of culture shock has not fallen on our 
shoulders all at once.  Life here is simpler in many ways.  We do not have a TV 
and the lack of easy access to the things we have became accustomed to in 
the States has made us realize just how much “stuff” we can actually do 
without. Adding simplicity rather than more things has been very healthy for our 
family. 

Prayer Requests 

Please continue to pray for us.  God has answered our prayer to get on the 
field.   Now that we are here, please pray for our safely, wisdom in everyday 
decisions, Joshua’s language learning, and our hearts as we miss our friends 
and family and continue to adjust to another culture.  We are also working 
through the tedious process of obtaining a visa, with for Costa Rica as a 
student and for Ecuador.  Please pray for smooth transitions and for all our 
paperwork to come through.   

WE LOVE YOU ALL!!   
JOSHUA, ALLISON, GRACE, ABIGAIL, & SIMEON 


