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Hello Everyone!  Now that Easter has come and gone we thought 
it was a good time to send out a new newsletter.  A lot has 
happened since our last letter.  If you have been following our 
Facebook feed, you will see that life has been quite eventful here in 
Costa Rica.  We have watched your lives this year as well and really 
missed worshipping with you on Easter morning. 

The Unexpected Wave
We have all experienced homesickness at one time or another in 
the last 8 months. I (Allison) experienced an unexpected wave.  On 
March 3rd I wrote:

“This past Monday an unexpected wave hit me out of the blue.  I 
felt like getting on a plane and going to the States just to hug the 
necks of those I love, or get into a car and drive someplace 
(probably Walmart where I can get everything I need in one place), 
or just to take a walk in clean air on a sidewalk that’s smooth and 
free of tripping hazards.  I have experienced this type of 
homesickness before while growing up on the mission field, but as 
an adult the wave feels deeper and the force of the current 
stronger. This morning the verse of scripture for our homeschool is 
Isaiah 26:3 “You will keep the mind that is dependent on You
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“Sabemos, además, 
que a los que aman 
a Dios, todas las 
cosas los ayudan a 
bien, esto es, a los 
que conforme a su 
propósito son 
llamados” 
- Romans 8:28 

“We know that all 
things work together 
for the good of those 
who love God: those 
who are called 
according to His 
purpose.” 

- Romans 8:28

FletcherSteps

“I feel a sudden wave of homesickness, but not the kind that makes you sad.  The kind 
that reminds you of who you are and where you come from” - Emily Giffin
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in perfect peace, for it is trusting in You.”  I love this version of the 
verse! 

My Thoughts Dependent on God = Trust in God = Perfect Peace

I was reminded that if I choose humility and dependency upon 
God, (not always thinking that my thoughts are better than God’s 
thoughts) and if I allow my heart to trust in God,  I will have 
peace.  My word for 2017 is CHOOSE.  He has given us the 
freedom to choose, so I choose to be thankful for those in my life 
and where I am at this moment.  I choose not to overthink things 
and to trust Him and receive peace.

More Than a Loose Tooth
Allison’s word CHOOSE has meant a lot to us this year, especially 
with the difficulties we have faced. March and April have had their 
fair share of challenges as well but we CHOOSE to trust in the 
Lord and we have seen him turn our trials into blessings.  

At church we met a young couple, Gustavo and Yeimy and invited 
them over for cafecito (coffee talk).  They invited us to their home 
in Escazu one Sunday after church.  The Saturday evening before 
we were to go visit them, Simeon was playing with some friends 
and had an accident.  He fell on the tile floor face first and broke 
one of his front teeth.  In the States this would have been a 
horrible accident requiring emergency dental care.  In Costa Rica 
it is also a horrible accident, but finding emergency dental care is a 
little more challenging.  To make a long story short, with no less 
than three missionary families  discussing and praying about what 
to do next, the phone rang.  It was Gustavo and Yeimy calling to 
confirm our cafecito the next day.  After explaining the situation, 
Yeimy got to work. In less than 15 minutes she had scheduled an 
appointment with a dentist she knew for early the next day and 
had the dentist call us as well. She lined up a car for her husband to 
borrow and take all 5 of us to the appointment.  The appointment 
and the entire day became a blessing in so many ways.  I was 
amazed by their kindness! Gustavo would not let us pay for the 
dental work.  And Yeimy’s sister heard about what happened and 
decided to gift us with two nights in their family condo near the 
airport which has a pool!!  Through his people, God took a difficult 
situation and made it a blessing.  
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An Unexpected Trip Home
March had another difficult event.  On the 21st my (Allison’s) 
grandfather passed away.  One of the most difficult things about 
being a missionary is missing family events both joyful and somber.  
There was no way we could afford an international plane ticket.  
Amazingly, a friend contacted us and offered me a plane ticket 
home for the funeral!  We were beyond emotional!  God turned a 
sad moment into a blessing.  I was able to have special time with 
my family and was able to bring Easter gifts back from the States 
for the kids. It’s amazing to me how God seems to give us just 
what we need in such unexpected ways.  

“Unexpected ways for unexpected waves” 

�3

Not that I'm a 
fashion guru or 
anything but... 
Kindness is never 
wrong. It is never 
overrated, out of 
style or ugly. 
Kindness matches 
everything and it 
cannot be worn too 
much. Why do we 
keep it hanging in 
the closet? Spring is 
here so let's wear 
our best! 

-Joshua 

Time with Family is 
priceless! Cherish every 

moment!
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My God is Great and 
Loves Me Greater

by Joshua A. Fletcher 

I can hear the voice of God  
and I can follow  
I can part the waves  
and walk the waters of my doubt. 
The crushing of the world is loud and 
unrelenting  
But the one who calls my name  
makes wine from water and  
brings the dawn when darkness tries to 
steal my crown
When broken is the ground of human wisdom
When hope and purpose do not make a sound
When broken dreams and promises litter my front lawn
When chronic pain and addiction abound
When poverty no longer breaks the hearts of royal people
When cries of hunger and thirst are constantly ignored
When orphans have no homes or families to call their own
When bars of greed are placed on heaven’s store
When war and rumor steal the lives of children
When poison gases take their breath away
When tears flow more freely than clean water
When tyrants make it seem like hell is here to stay
When abuse shapes the desires of a generation
When lost is identity in clouds of despair
When confusion rules the land and 
truth falls like sand
When lies and deception keep us unaware
My hope is not in broken man, I will not follow
A fallen world can never be my faultless guide
My God is great and loves me greater
I will trust my blameless maker
From His face I must never hide
I can hear the voice of God 
and I can follow
I can part the waves 
and walk the waters of my doubt
The crushing of the world is loud and unrelenting
But the one who calls my name 
make wine from water and
brings the dawn when darkness tries to steal my crown
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I received this poem 
one morning and I 
shared it on Facebook.  
Many people seemed 
to enjoy it so I decided 
to end our 
FletcherSteps by 
posting it here again.  
It seems to fit the 
theme!

We Love You All!

We can learn a lot from others if 
only we will humble ourselves 
enough to listen!  God can teach us 
something in every situation and 
through anyone we meet.  Learn to 
listen.  The reward is worth the 
sacrifice.

Good friends are a gift from God.  
They are valuable treasures. Treat 
them as such. Love them well and 
return the blessing of friendship.  


