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Persistence
Dear Fiends, Family, and Supporters,
It’s that time of year again! March madness is well underway and nearing its final stages. As you all root
for your favorite college basketball teams and the names you have put on your tournament brackets, it
is time for another Fletchersteps ministry update.
Cuenca, is a buzz of activity this month as this is the political season in Ecuador. There are more than
100 political parties in Ecuador. We have been learning a lot about the political system and have
learned that we will be eligible to vote when we receive our permanent visas. The visa process has
changed greatly since we began this journey. It has been an extraordinary exercise in patience. If the
laws do not change again, we will be able to apply for our permanent visas in February of 2020.
Homeschool has been going very well for Allison and the kids. Grace is finishing her freshman year
(9th grade), Abby her 8th grade year, and Simeon his fourth grade year. The homeschool co-op Allison
helps organize has grown considerably. We have some 30 children participating each month in special
activities and field trips. It is great to see the missionary and expat community in and around Cuenca
come together to support one another. We have met some really amazing people through our co-op.
I (Joshua) have continued to write a weekly prayer guide and devotional for the field. He just finished
his 53rd edition of the prayer guide and it has not become boring or burdensome for him. Actually, it is
a great honor and blessing to serve the field in this way. He continues to prepare and translate
teaching materials for SEMBEC. His next class is entitled La Vida de Ministerio (The Life of Ministry)
and focuses on how to remain healthy and growing in ministry.
Allison and I were able to lead a marriage seminar for our church in Racar. It was very well attended
and lots of fun. We really enjoyed speaking into marriages again and hope for another opportunity
soon.

The church in Racar is
growing. We fill every seat on
Sunday mornings and there
are always people who need
to stand in the back. Worship
is great and Pastor Geovanni’s
sermons are very good. I
have been asked to preach
the easter sermon again this
year. The youth group is
growing as well. The girls
enjoy the group very much
and they are learning more
Spanish every week.
Every OMS missionary in
Ecuador must attend to
language learning. Allison is
no exception even though she
learned Spanish as a child and
it is quite good. She decided
to try something a little out
of the box to improve her
vocabulary and fluency. She is
meeting with a local
beautician several times a
week and learning to do hair.
As you can imagine, she is
learning a lot about the
language and cosmetology at
the same time. Getting to
know Cuencanos is

challenging as the culture in
the mountains is more
reserved and cautious than
the on the coast. But this
opportunity has helped
Allison to be more involved in
the community and begin to
break down cultural barriers.
I went on the yearly OMS
men’s retreat at the end of
February. Unfortunately, I was
not able to participate in all
of the activities that were
planned. On Valentines Day I
injured my right knee quite
badly while training. So bad in
fact that I tore both my ACL,
and meniscus. As a result, I
am scheduled for surgery on
April 2nd. The good news is
that we have a really good
doctor here in Cuenca and
our insurance will cover the
operation 100%. The retreat
was still a good one. I had
lots of time with the Lord and
I got to travel outside Cuenca.
Fortunately, the surgery on
my knee will take place early
enough that I should be ready
to teach on the first day of

class which is May 9th and
should not hamper my
teaching at all.
I continue to see the
importance of persistence in
ministry. and life Persistence
is a “firm or obstinate
continuance in a course of
action in spite of difficulty or
opposition.” Life is going to
have difficulty and opposition.
In fact, I have found that when
the greatest opportunities
and the most important
callings seem to invite the
greatest opposition. To be
persistent we must learn to
encourage ourselves in the
Lord and rejoice no matter
how difficult the challenge
might seem.
We have only one
opportunity to be persistent.
In heaven, persistence is not
needed. There will be no
difficulties to overcome in His
eternal presence. Therefore
we must value persistence for
what it is.

Prayer Requests
• Joshua’s knee surgery on April 2nd

Here are our prayer requests. Please pray with us
Healingthe
forspecific
a church things:
member named Carmen who
• about

Joy in the
Journey

has terminal cancer.
• Joshua’s continued preparation for his seminary
classes and for his students.
• The successful completion of another school year
for Allison and the kids.
• Continued relationship development with
Cuencanos
• The continued growth of our church in RacarIglesia Vida Nueva
• The health of our support account which
allows us to continue in ministry here in
Ecuador

Persistence is a quality that we develop that allows us to make an
impact here and now despite the difficulties of this dark age. Joy
allows us to persist and persistence allows us to overcome.
Combined with wisdom, persistence allows us to continue
victoriously in things that have eternal value. There is no need to be
persistent in things that will not ultimately matter eternally. Wisdom
helps us to know the difference between wasteful persistence and
valuable effort. We pray for that wisdom often.
We know that our work here is making an eternal difference. Thank
you so much for helping us to be persistent in our mission through
your prayers, support, and words of encouragement.
You are invaluable partners in mission!
Until next time, keep being Christ’s precious and beloved reward!
Love, The Fletcher Five

